The Rep

80th Season -Programme £1




CAPEY & CO;

INSURANCE BROKERS
Call Ken Brunt

41 Lawton Road, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent ST7 2AA
Tel: (01270) 872978 Fax: (01270) 875360

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
INSTANT QUOTATIONS FOR

e Shops, Offices, Retail Outlets

e Small Commercial Premises

e Liability / Car For Contractors

e Insurance For Those Working From Home
e Motor Trade (With or Without Premises Etc)

CAPLY & CO

Financial Planning

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Partners: David E. Adams A.C.LI, M.L.ILA. (dip) & Kenneth W. Brunt

41a Lawton Road, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent ST7 2AA
Telephone: (01270) 883778 Fax: (01270) 875360

A MEMBER OF

DBS FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT PLC
WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY

Welcome. We hope you will enjoy
your evening with us.

Here is a little information about our
theatre, which as first time visitors
you may find helpful

Car Parking: The car park will be
open from 6.30pm on performance
nights until the closure of the
theatre bar. Overspill parking is
available on the Staffordshire
University Car Park, adjacent to the
theatre car park. Neither the Stoke
Repertory Theatre nor the
Staffordshire University can be held
responsible for damage to or loss
of vehicles
Theatre Bar: The bar, maintained
and run by volunteers, is open from
7.00pm on performance evenings
until normal local closing time
Please note that drinking up time is
11.20 pm promptly. Interval drinks
may be ordered before the
performance. Alcoholic drinks are
not permitted to be removed
from the bar
Coffee Bar: Coffee is available at
the buffet bar in the foyer (which is
also maintained and run by
volunteers) from 7.00pm on
performance evenings and may be
ordered for the interval before the
! iy performance

o Confectionery: A full range is
NPT :‘s'—‘h available and on sale in the foyer
before the performance. Patrons are
respectfully asked not to rustle
confectionery wrappings as it can
mar the enjoyment of others
Smoking: Smoking is not permitted
in the auditorium
Photography: Photogig
tape (in
g prium during
ance are prohibited
PThe Rep is a member of
¢ Little Theatre Guild of Great
Britain, and is affiliated to the British
Theatre Association and
International Amateur Theatre
Association

We look forward to
seeing you at our

next production
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A TALENT TO AMUSE'
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In 193 1:Noel.Coward was adjudged to be the highest earning author in
the world. He remains one of Britain's most-famous sons, infant prodigy,
playwright of genius, talented composer, writer and performer. His name
is common. currency; his epigrams endlessly quoted and his plays still
performed around the world.

Noel Coward was born on the 16th December 1899. This fact seemed to
endow him with the fleeting grandeur of the old century and also of his
country's past. Behind the red-brick of his birth place and unremarkable
family background, was an interesting ancestry of high ranking naval
officers, public servants of note and talented literary and musical figures.
Heeould also claim reyal and aristocratic connections. Coward grew up
to be absessed with the British ¢lass structure and social climbing. He was
encouraged in this by his mother, agentlewoman of Scottish decent.

The young Noel was an extremely talented child musically and
theatricallys He was also an adccomplished dancer. He joined a'children's
theatréwhich was formed by'aMiss Lila Field. No member of the group
was oyerthe age of fourteen. His friendship with'Mrs Astley Cooper who
resided” atiHambledon =whertlarge estate in Oakham in Rutland
introduced Coward to ja life- of luxury, info which he fitted with
considerable ease! He loved the'clothes, the manners, the social graces
and the entire ambience iilhe'mental visions of many of his plays were
formed at this time.

The first run of his famous.ployBlithe Spirit,“in 1941 took place as the
iombs of World Wagll felllovertondonsThe play was |later adapted as @
musical. It was filmed and'also televised:

THE STORY

'Blithe Spirit"

In "Blithe Spirit," a story of the super-natural, Coward explodes the myth
that the dead make the lives of the living more comfortable. With the
arrival of Elvira, Charles Condomine's first wife, death brings danger,
anarchy and sexual energy.

Much of the play is harmless comedy but it does contain a darker
dimension in that the ghosts make demands of the living that must be
placated. In "Blithe Spirit," Coward introduces us to one of his most loved
characters in the form of Madam Arcati, a medium, hired under false
pretences to assist Charles Condomine with the composition of his latest
book.

Noel Coward made his final public appearance in New York en route to
Jamaica. On 14th January 1973 he arrived, now a frail old man, on the
arm of the legendry Marlene Dietrich. As the cameras flashed Marlene
said to him, "I's going to be alright - we have made it this far dear love."

Coward died on March 25th 1973. His funeral was simple, solemn and
elegant, a plain white marble slab was inscribed, "Sir Noel Coward 1899
- 1973." On March 28th 1984 the Queen Mother unveiled a memorial
stone to Coward in Poets Corner, Westminster Abbey. It was inscribed
with his name, dates and the words, "A talent to amuse." The real
monument, however, lies in the immortal cast of his plays, stories, songs
and verse. Somewhere in the world, even now, thousands are still

laughing.
Sthelley Kiddell



GEORGE

GoOODALL
(Dr Bradman)

George started acting at the Rotary
Youth Club Shelton, aged just 15
After RAF conscription he joined the
New Era Players at Birches Head

In 1962, he was joined on stage by
his son Howard, aged 8, in 'A Raisin
in the Sun'

When New Era disbanded in 1970,
he was invited with all the other
members to join The Repertory
Players and has appeared in many
productions and been involved in
back stage teamwork.

George has also performed with
local operatic societies since 1970
and says his biggest "buzz" was to
sing as an amateur with a 30 piece
professional orchestra.

BARTHOLOMEW
(Madame Arcati)

Mary joined the Rep in 1951, which
she says qualifies her for 'Heritage
Status' She also says that she has
appeared in far too many pays to
mention, but the following is a list of
her particular favourites.

Plays: To Dorothy a Son, Waters of
the Moon, Private Lives, Say Who
You Are, The Rehearsal, The Chalk
Garden, Lloyd George Knew My
Father, Billy Liar, Separate Tables,
Forty Years On, Farndale, Macbeth,
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, A Man For All
Seasons, Ring Round the Moon.

JANE

THOMSON
(Ruth)

Jane joined the Rep nine years ago
and her first role was in "Cat on a
Hot Tin Roof". Since then she has
appeared in a play every season.
Plays: Outside Edge, Teechers,
Stepping Out and most recently she
played Bella in "Lost in Yonkers".
Jane has also acted with Second
Stage based in Stafford.

She lived in London for several years
when she worked for BBC Television
in the Drama and Presentation
Departments.

Since returning to the Potteries she
has taken a degree in English and
Drama as a mature student an she
now works as an English teacher in a
local secondary school.

As well as acting, Jane is the Rep's
Press Officer.




MELANIE

HAves
(Elvira)

This is Melanie's second season at
the Rep. She first appeared in "An
Ideal Husband" as Mabel Chiltern
and then as Millie in "Murderer".
She has also performed with the
Studio One Theatre Group for many
years in plays including "Amadeus",
"Season's Greetings" and "Not Now
Darling".

Melanie is a full time housewife and
mother of two children.

HowarDp

GOODALL
(Charles)

Howard's first encounter with
drama occurred at the age of eight,
appearing along side his father
(George Goodall) and John Walley
(The Director). Is it any wonder that
his future in amateur drama should
have taken the course it did?
Since appearing at the Rep in
'Spring and Port Wine,' he's turned
up like a bad penny ever since!

JAYNE

SIVAKUMAR
(Edith)

Blithe Spirit is Jayne's debut
performance for the Stoke-on-Trent
Repertory Theatre. Unfortunately, as
she decided to train to become a
nurse (and obviously worked
unsociable hours) she had to have a
break from the theatre for nine
years.

From the age of eleven to
seventeen, she was a member of
Stoke-on-Trent Operatic Society
Youth Section. She also took the
lead in 'A Song for a Dark Queen'
and 'Bugsy Malone' at Edensor High
School.

She has been trained in singing,
dancing, piano and speech.

In January this year, she was offered
a new job, which finally gave her the
opportunity to return to the theatre,
which she loves.

Jupy

AbAms
(Mrs Bradman)

Although |udy presently works in an
office in Hanley, she is actually a
Yorkshire lass, born and bred in
Sheffield.

First thrown on to a stage at the
tender age of three, she has
throughout her life been with various
drama groups in the Sheffield area,
before coming to the Potteries nine
years ago.

Apart from acting, Judy has done
most backstage and front of house
jobs from stage managing one-act
play festivals in Sheffield, to running
the bar at the old Beresford Street
Rep for a few years.

Only recently with The Rep has she
wandered into the world of set
design.



THE CAST THE DIRECTOR

in order of appearance John Walley

This is John's thirtieth season with the Rep
having previously acted for 10 years with the New
Era Players - and he has appeared in over 150
major productions. He played a leading role in the
first production here at Leek Road (Freddie in
"Noises Off'). John's hobbies are Port Vale (he is a
Vice-President) and paying tribute with his ukulele
to his hero, George Formby. He teaches English
and Drama at Biddulph High School

Edith (a maid) Jayne Sivakumar
Ruth Jane Thomson

Charles Howard Goodall

Dr Bradman

Ms Bradman

Madame Arcati

Elvira

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

George Goodall
Judy Adams
Mary Bartholomew

Melanie Hayes

We are indebted to the
St. John Ambulance Brigade,

whose members voluntarily attend

all our performances

THE PRODUCTIONTEAM

Director

Assistant Director

Set Designer

Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Managers

Stage Director
Lighting

Sound Design
Sound Technician
Wardrobe

Properties

Company Photographer
Front of House Director
Front of House Manager

Box Office Managers

Refreshment Organiser

John Walley
Shelley Riddell
Judy Adams
Bill Hancock
John Beeston
Alan Clarke
Matthew Rushton
Steve Robertson
Alan Naylor
Jan Johnson
Gill Franklin
Beverley Halfpenny
Jayne Blake
Joseph Cooper
Jerome Everall
Richard Masters
Malcolm Rushton
Mike Adams
Alan Naylor
Margaret Noyce
Margaret Ball
Diane Halstead
Lyndsay Rushton
Glennys Rushton
Jan Clarke
Dawn Birks
Peter Croft
Keith Williams
Trevor Barlow
Pauline Turner
Stella Woolliscroft
RrredadcyRasseth.
John Cooper



NOEL COWARDC

| The Stoke - on - Trent
Repertory Players
ncliieved another success
last night, when they gave the
first of 10 performances of
Noel Cownrd's comedy, * Hay
Fever,”  n the  Repertusy
Theatre, Sheltan

All the action {ukes plncc in
the hall of the Blisses' house
and the many  amusing
situations. and witly dialogue,
were greatly cojoyed by a full
audience.

Mrs Gladys M. Steele, who
bhas appeared wiili notable
suCeess i previvus  produc-
ions by the Players, scored a
Lriumph os Judith Biiss, n
retired  actress.  This  part,
incidentaily, was created by
Dame Maric Tempest when
the play was produced at
the Ambascadors' Theatre in
London.

Week-end Guests

The parl of David Bliss,
Judith's novelist husband, wus
capably played by Mr, John
[llullinshead, wha did much to
qeate the atmwosphere of tae
unconventionnl heuschold, in
vidch esrh member luvites &
=+lest for the week-end wilh.
out felling Ihe others.

Kenneth Bimsan as Richard
Greatnam, » diplemnat, was
strictly carrect, and with the
otber guests, Myra Arundel
(Miss Rence Raburls), Sandy
Tyrell (Mr Henry N. Knapp)
and Jackie Coryton (Miss
Joan Eaton) provided much
amusement in scenes in which
few words were spoken.

Miss Audrey Lee and Mr
Charles W. Blagg werv con-
vincing s the son  and
doughter of the Bliss house-
hold, who are not su impos-
sible to their family, as they
appear {v their gucsts, and
Miss Kathleen Rochelle's maid
was an amusing little study

My, Laurence Steeie, the
producer, and designer of the

deserves congratula-

Repertory Players’ Fine
Acting in “Hay Fever”

OMEDY SUCCESS

+:

Lghting  was  parucularly
cifective,

My, Reg Lindop was an
cllivient stoge-manages. who
had the asslstance of Miss
Jean Molkin  (deputy  stage
mansger), Mr. Bernard Hack.
ley, Mr. H M. Powell, Miss
Sonia  Stevenson  and  Mr
Donald Cronshaw.

Playgoers' Club

During the interval, Miss L
Morza!l, M B.E, descrived a
scheme which the members of
the Repertory Theatie have
in hand for heinging a2boul
claser co-Cperdtion w.ln their
audiepces aod wills pll luvers
of drama.

Witn th s objeet In view, she

d. 1t wes hoped to laanch " The

aypoess Club " (n the autumn.
IL wun propused to hold club
nighits At Lie theatre an eccasional
evenings durng the winler season
On trese vighls, the theatte would
by opry 10 membess who could
meet. nnd diruss ther interests
Eitectonmrny in 13¢ [otin of nne-
act pays, reclia a rhows and
music wan'd he ped

Ny threr mears. added Miss
Morrnll. It was Boperd to d.scover
faent amon the non-piaying
memihers  Hep Trom the Play-
goers' Club would  always be
neader i the form of stewards

relreshmrent helpers. and back.|

sligr workess

Those (ueresird were atked In
rommunicate with the Hon.
Sec:etary ol the Playgvers Cub
at the Repe:toy Tucslre.

The Officials

The Stuke-on-Trent
Repertory Theatre dates from
1820, when the Stoke-un-Treut
Dramatic  Society  was
launched with a performance
of "Caste" In Lungton
Theatre. Siore thal date they
have made great sirides.

Thne offcials are- Presideny and
Chairman, M: ¥ W Pidduck;
Director, Mr  lLaurence Steele:
Treavurer. Mr J, A G Bowen:
General  Secrelary, M. A F.
Chadw ck: Mr s Secrelary,
Miss K Rotuele Box Office
Sec-clary, My E. Pidduck;
Auditor, Mr G V. Swann, House
Manuger. Mz A C, Swann; Stage
Manaze:, Mr Reg¢.  Lindop:
Assiglant . Blage Manager, Mig
Jean  Malkin, Refreshment
Ornauimer, Miss  Ann  Heath:

onunitier, Mrs L. Stee'e, Misa

koenery,
&u his achicvement. ThelMr R

Moreall, Mi. Geo:ge Bath
3 Spear " -. .‘

'ARCHIVES'

A visit to the Rep archives

Plays by Noel Coward have proved
popular with Rep audiences since
the 1930's.

Rep productions have included
"Hay Fever" (1933, 1947 and 1967),
"Nude with Violin" (1959), "Present
Laughter" (1964), "Private Lives"
(1966) and a previous production of
"Blithe Spirit" in 1972.

Materials presented here relate to
the 1947 production of "Hay Fever".

Left:

A clipping of a
newspaper revue of
The Repertory Players
version of "Hay Fever"
in 1947

Right:

The cast list from

the 1947 production
of "Hay fever."

Below:
The cast in a scene
from the 1947 production

“HAY FEVER”

SORREL BLISS
SIMON BLISS
CLARA

JUDITH BLISS

DAVID ALISS

SANDY TYRELL
MYRA ARUNDEL
RICHARD GREATHAM

JACKIE CORYTON

by .
NOEL COWARD

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(In order of their appesrance)
AUDREY LEE
CHARLES W, BLAGG
©. KATHLEEN ROCHELLE
CGLADYS M. STEELE
JOHN HOLLINSHEAD
HENRY N, KNAPP
. RENE ROBERTS
KENNETH RIMSON
JOAN EATON

A

Play Produced and Scene Designed by LAURENCE STEELE

REG LINDOP

Seage Maneger
Ausivant Sage Manager JEAN MALKIN

BERNARD HACKLEY, H. M. POWELL,
SONIA STEVENSON, DONALD CRONSHAW,

Suge Suff ..




Marye A. Humphrics
School of Dance
proudly presents

The Sleeping Beanty -

music by Tchaikovsky

also
a dazzling display of
Jazz, Modern, Tap
& Musical Theatre
at
Stoke-on-Trent Repertory Theatre
Leek Road, Stoke-on-<Trent

17th-20th November 1999

Evening Performance 7.30 pm

Saturday matinee 2.30 pmn

Box Office tel. 01782 623155 / 811285 / 623949
Tickets firom £6.00

Proceeds to local charities

SPOTLIGHT

on a Rep member

Many people don't realise that the
kep is run and staffed entirely by
volunteers. Nobody, from front of
louse to backstage is paid for the
work that they do.

Visitors to the theatre are also
olten unaware of the variety of
different jobs that members do to
keep the theatre going

In the programmes this season,
then, we decided to focus on
vations members of the theatre and
the part that they play in running it.

GorpoN TooN

front of House

\Iter well over sixty years at its Beresford Street home, the Rep got its first bar and a brand new member. Gordon Toon
win piven the job of Bar Committee Chairman (short for "bar steward"). Gordon didn't realise, until later, that he was
leading for the most menial and uncoveted job in the theatre. The surprising thing, he says, is that the legend at the
tine was that the idea of a bar had always been thought of as inconceivable because no one would be honest enough
tondonit! They had no idea, of course, that at the time, he was quite an experienced drinker which might or might not
have heen a good qualification
e i the job for seven years and recalls the adversities of Beresford Street; thieves battering their way in through the
100l dnnks taken illegally into the auditorium, under 14's in the bar, the stock room crawling with damp and worst of all
hatels in the boot of the car.
It war no doubt the bar experience which caused director, Peter Legge, to choose and John Cooper for the
responsible acting parts of handing out the beer mugs to other "Pirates of Penzance."
Gordon joined the Rep seventeen years ago and played Sir George Smith in "Birds on the Wing." Other major roles have
included Second Rabbit in "Toad of Toad Hall" and Mr Witherspoon in "Arsenic and Old Lace." Gordon says they call
them "wonderful little cameo parts" to hide your incompetence and make you feel better.
He converted to Front of House after a frightening experience in "No More Sitting on the Old School Bench." He was
playing the relatively big part of the Headmaster when, a few days before opening night, he corpsed (brain went dead)
during a rehearsal He had to use his script for the rest of the rehearsal, only to faint in the wings before going on for
the linal powerlul scene in the play. Brian Hadley, the director, persuaded him to do the dress rehearsal whilst he himself
learned the part Incredibly Gordon then did the fortnight's run with scarcely a prompt
directod his first play when he was sixteen in a Methodist Chapel. It was "Devonshire Cream" by Eden Philpots and
had the concelt not only to direct but take the lead role and tell the long suffering cast that it had to be
tonally! After ane carly rehearsal the Chapel Secretary took Gordon to one side and said, "I think you'll find
it's pronounced ‘hore' You don't pronounce the 'w' in whore " A little later his mum suggested, about a passionate love
scene, that he should perhaps kiss the actress on the lips rather than the cheek. Professional it wasn't, but it did make
£40 for a local hospital and that was in 1940
Gordon currently has responsibility for organising the art gallery at the Rep. Asked about this job he said, "Organising
the art gallery can be a bit of a loss because hardly anyone seems to take any notice of it. | suppose if it wasn't there
there'd be a rampus. 1 quite like my job - Trevor is a tough front of house boss, you can't skive and he clamps down on
ickness absence, but all in all, compared with acting, | prefer the peace and tranquillity of Front of House. After all the
e of pay's the same and that's all that counts, isn't it?"




'ARTIST IN THE GALLERY
“John Mitchell"

John Mitchell, born at Cobridge in 1920 has lived in Stoke-on-Trent all
his life. Originally trained as a Pottery Engraver, he was eventually
employed by the City Planning Department for 36 years, where he
worked on major projects in Housing, Roads, Public Open Space and
Land Reclamations.

Since he has retired he has devoted much of his time to water colour
paintings and has held one man exhibitions, notably at Keele University,
with some of his work traveling as far ofield as New Zealand, America
and Canada.

His work at Stoke-on-Trent as a Planner at a senior level gave him a
significant understanding of the environment in the City and led to a hint
of nostalgia in many of his pictures of the old bottle ovens, terraced
houses, etc. He feels it is important to record this exciting part of our
industrial heritage with frankness and honesty before time brings the
inevitable demolition and claims many of these unique and fascinating
structures. Our thanks to him for the loan of his work.

GUESS
WHO ?

Do you recognise
this Rep member
from her
younger days ?

You'll find the
answer under the
advertisement inside
the back cover.

BEIEE RADIO STOKE

BBC radio Stoke has been a the heart of life in North Staffordshire and South Cheshire for more than 30
years. No-one has a better understanding of local people, local issues and local concerns. From unrivalled
coverage of all the most important sporting action to hard hitting news stories and all the local weather,
travel and entertainment updates, BBC Radio Stoke has got every angle covered.

Add great music and great conversation from the station that has more local presenters than most you can
find, and there's no better station for you and yours in North Staffordshire and South Cheshire.

We are pleased to support the Arts and regularly cover local events on the Stephanie Hazledine
programme, Monday to Friday between 4 pm and 7 pm.

104.1 FM IN STAFFORD 94.6 FM 1503MW

Are you a theatre lover?

Do you enjoy the fun, excitement and suspense?

We do, but we need your help.

Why remain a spectator in our theatre?
Why not become an active member?

As an amateur theatre we have room for every kind of talent: acting, scenic
design, set construction and painting, sound, lighting, music, bar work,
wardrobe, properties, Front of House, backstage, Box Office, kitchen and
administration ... the list goes on - there’s plenty to keep you busy and
interested.

If you would like to take an active part in helping to run our theatre, come
along to an informal meeting and we'll have a chat and show you round.
Members night is Monday when "The Green Room” is available, from around
8.30 pm., and we'll see you in the Bar!

Alternatively, drop us a line (S.AEE., please, at least 9" x 4") to request a
membership application form and we’ll take it from there. (Experience not
essential - but any you may have would be welcome!) Come and join us!




The Rep

Mailing List

Want to know more about forthcoming productions?
Want to be kept informed?

Then join our FREE! mailing list today.

o i e g L L L L L - |
e . . o |
: MO|IIng List Appllca‘lon Form - piease inciude my name on the mailing list :
1
B NAME oo Y oo o x
[ ]
R G T SUNU S ——— :
] ]
1 ]
L ]
: .TEL 5 1
]
: Simply fill in this form or contact the Box Officeon... 01782 209784 1
1
o o o o o R R -

If you are not already a member of the FRIENDS why not join
us? Our aim is to fill the theatre by raising public awareness of
the Repertory Theatre. We also organise informative and social
events for FRIENDS throughout the year.

IT COSTS NOTHING TO BE A FRIEND!
Please complete the application form below to be on our mailing list.

....................................... e =m e
1
FRIENDS OF THE REP APPLICATION :
Please include my name on the mailing list E
[

L R R TR I R o e 1 Y X
ADDIRESE: .. 1oy e asosuvestin naune i s S oians e IALsbasnvs s o B Rss AT oRn S Tha AT oD AN ARSI RS e :
i
......................................................................................................................... H
1
TELEPNONE NO. ..vovvveoeeeveeeeeseeseesesessesssssesssssssesesessesessssseessssseesssseeessesessesseeee :
1
Please complete this form and hand it in at the Box Office or send it to: :
Sue Warren, 6 Moneyash Close, Meir Park, Stoke-on-Trent, ST3 7RR. :

Springbank arc¢
pleased to support
The Repertory Theatre
and the Local Arts

Springbank are independent
specialists in all types of
vending systems.

«We have all the necessary support
services ‘in-house’ to cover installation,
operating, technical services and
ingredients supply.

*Our systems produce cost effective savings
and represent genuine value for money.

*We already supply prestigious
companies in your area.

01785 + 815551

Whitebridge Lane
Industrial Estate
Stone
. Staffordshire
ST15 8LQ

Vending’s Finest Choice

Qur 'Guess Who' picture is of Jane Thomson'




OUR

NEXT
MAINSTAGE
PRODUCTION

For bookings

Tel: 209784

The Rep

Stoke-on-Trent
Repertory Theatre

Leek Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2TR
Tel: 01782 209897

it freelffad
by Alaji Be




