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WEDGWOQOD
VISITOR CENTRE
SPANS TWO CENTURIES

You can see the potters and decorators at
work making Wedgwood ware for today.

You can see the first wares Josiah
Wedgwood made when he founded his
famous firm in 1759 — and hundreds of
unique and beautiful pieces made in the
years between. Two centuries of
Wedgwood history and development are set ~
out before you. You can also see a colour f11m
~ depicting the traditional skills in the making
> of Wedgwood products.

Relax afterwards in the refreshment lounge
which adjoins the souvenir shop.
. Open9am to 5Spm Monday to Friday
Y including Bank Holidays. 10am to 5pm
Saturdays (April to October). Individuals
and small groups are welcome without appointment, but
organisers of large parties are advised to make
reservations.

Full information can be obtained from our
Tours Supervisor by letter or telephone
Barlaston (078 139) 3218.

Wedgwood"

Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent
Staffordshire, England.

The Last of the Red Hot Lovers

CAST
Bamey Cashman... ;... 888 . RICHARD MASTERS
ElaineNavazio ... .. . B . - SUE THOMPSON
BobbiMichele ............ W& DEBBIE MOUAT
JeanetteFisher ... ... ®8 . . JOAN BENNETT
Directed by JUDITH FRANKLIN

Assisted by GEORGE GOODALL

The play is set in Bamey’s mother’s apartment
on New York’s East Side.

Actl December
ActlIl  The following Summer
Act IIl The following Autumn

We would like to thank Lycett Bros. (Blinds and Awnings Ltd.)
31 Broad Street, Hanley, ST1 4HS. Telephone 265176
for kindly supplying the blinds for this play.




PRODUCTION TEAM

Stage Manader.... sk s s So e gee. Graham Mouat
Eighting | o SR GHRe sUR TR Tina Richardson
Sotmd i SR AN Edwin Dutton
Properties | () o s s i e Margo Perkins, Gill Chesworth,
Alison Townsend,
Norma Rogers
Assistant Stage Managers ................. George Goodall, Bill Hancock,
Peter Franklin, Nick Bloor,
Madeline Pottinger,
Pauline Turner,
Jackie Whittaker,
Shelley Riddell, June Hodson
Set originally designed by .................. Steve Brothwell
Adapted by Sl e et oSO Tina Richardson &
Graham Mouat
Photographers il . il e i it Peter Croft.
Publicifyc 218 20 7 Aigsian Loy | St Bryan Rawlings, Ann Tunnicliffe

Problems with parking?
Why not come to the theatre by taxi?

CASTLE CARS

24 Hour Private Hire Taxi Service
No Extra Sunday Charge

29 North Street, Newcastle
Telephone 631119 0r 633811

(behind Tiffanys)

The Author
Neil Simon

The List of ‘Tony’, theatre and film awards bestowed on Neil Simon is endless. If the titles of
his works were written down for posterity, the paper would stretch from here to his birthplace,
the famous (or is it infamous) Bronx of New York.

He is a writer who picks a pertinent occasion or crisis out of suburban American life. He adds
a few, but believable, shades of colouring to some of the characters to give warmth and full-
bodiedness. Then slowly pours out a light, but very dry critical and financial success, Simon
knows just how much pathos to allow, to quench our pity, but leaves us sufficiently
intoxicated to be still giggling when we get home. And the morning after the night before we
realise the story did have a moral, and perhaps reproach ourselves for indulging as little as we
did.

Not very much is written about his private life except the usual facts. He was born on
American Independence Day - July 4th 1927. He graduated from New York University in1943
later moving to Denver University and from 1945-46 Simon served in the U.S. Army Airforce.

dJoan, his first wife died in 1973 after twenty years of marriage. He then remarried later in the
same year, a fairly well-known American actress Marsha Mason.

Neil Simon is America’s most successful modern writer. He has probably received more
awards and accolades than President Reagan’s make-up artist, and is the only American
author to have four plays running simultaneously on Broadway. His sketches have been used
for television since the 1950s, his plays like ‘Plaza Suite’ and ‘Barefoot in the Park’ have been
made into films and he has written screen plays like ‘California Suite’ and ‘The Sunshine Boys’.
As yet there is still no sign of a halt to his successful writing, and as long as his work continues
to be a popular tipple I don’t suppose anyone will complain.

In ‘The Last of the Red Hot Lovers’ Bamey Cashman at 47 feels that life is passing him by. He
has been faithful to his wife of 23 years unerringly, but is attracted by the sexual revolution
that exists in the life outside his seafood restaurant.

His lack of suavity and appeal of any kind is made up for by his determination to have an
extramarital relationship. But his first attempt moves a little too quickly for him. A married
customer to his restaurant finds her advances held in abeyance while Barney tries to get to
know her better.

Act 2 gives him another chance, but perhaps pop singers with strange smoking habits and
even stranger flatmates are not what Barney had in mind either.

Perhaps his wife’s bestfriend will be a little more understanding and co-operative.




OUR LATEST COMPETITION

You might think that the Rep has gone competition crazv, but we just could not resist the
opportunity of running the unusual competition for a night out with The Last of the Red Hot
Lovers, in which Evening Sentinel readers had to invent a caption for this picture.

The initial idea was producer’s Judy Franklin, she suggested the night out as a joke. Realising
what good fun it might be we contacted Mr. R. A. Randall of The Evening Sentinel. He thought
it was a good idea too, so arranged to run the competition in his newspaper and offered a
bottle of champagne as part of the prize. He also agreed to take on the difficult task of judging
the entries along with the President of the Rep, Sir Richard Bailey, the Chairman Peter Dutton
and Mr. Arthur Ballham of the ‘Old Vicarage Hotel and Restaurant’ in Hanford who is kindly
donating the dinner.

Richard Masters, seen opposite as The Last of the Red Hot Lovers took on more than he
bargained for when he acquired the role of Barney. He did not realise that he was also to be
part of the prize in our competition, but being a real trouper still agreed to take part. Richard
has been a member of the Rep for eleven years, but has never encountered anything like the
competition before. He admits to being ‘panic-sticken’ by the possibility of the evening out and
in no way lives up to the image the title implies. Regular members of the audience will
recognise Richard from previous plays. ‘Death of a Salesman’ and ‘The Entertainer’ are two of
his favourites. He also takes an active part in the backstage work - quite different from his full-
time job of Group Catering Manager at Royal Doulton Tableware.

Sue Thompson, the lady in the picture, is a relative newcomer to the theatre. Her first role here
was as a bookstall keeper in ‘Still Life’. She acted with Richard in last season’s ‘Birds on the
Wing', playing Elizabeth one of two interational con-girls, and later the part of murderess
Olwen Peel in J. B. Priestley’s Dangerous Comer’. During the day she is a Primary School
teacher, so was a good choice for reading the children’s stories in our Marathon Read-In last
year " B <o

Debbie Mouat, who plays Bobbi Michele, is a post-
graduate student in Chemistry at Keele University,
where she is an active member of the Drama
Society. Also a newcomer, this is Debbie’s first
major role, but she has acted on the Rep stage
before, performing her award winning one-woman
show based on the life of Nell Gwynne. Later in
1984 she hopes to take her show to the Edinburgh
Festival fringe.

The Last of the Red Hot Lovers is not the first Neil
Simon play at the Rep for Joan Bennett. She
appeared as the mother in ‘Barefoot in the Park’ a
few years ago. Othe favourites of Joan’s are ‘Cause
Celebre’ and ‘Conduct Unbecoming’, but she still
cannot decide whether she prefers dramatic or
comedy parts. Joan likes every aspect of the
theatre and works hard helping to organise social
and fund-raising events for the theatre.

i

Although a member since 1970, this is Judith Franklin's directing debut at the Rep. Her last
acting appearance here was as Martha in ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’, before that she played in
poignant part of the married woman in ‘Still Life'. Judy is a part-time drama teacher and has
recently done voice-overs for radio advertisements on local commercial radio, but she says
her chief occupation is that of housewife.




Next Production at the Rep

Make sure you book your tickets for the
last play of the season

‘A Penny for a Song’

15th-19th May and 22nd-26th
May

A mad-cap family during the Napoleonic
wars create utter chaos.

Unfortunatley, the building work to the
theatre prevents us putting on a Summer
Show this year.

P+R Lighting

P & R Lighting specialises in the supply of
decorative and commercial light fittings
and accessories to the trade and retail.

They carry extensive stock of both British

and imported makes of spot and track lighting,

garden lighting and underwater pool lights.

A complete
package

e PRINT ?
e DESIGN £
e ARTWORK

e Business stationery

The Rep owes a special thanks to: e Sales literature g~ :

P & R Lighting * Full colour leaflets Pand a P reSS
318 Hartshill Road, ¢ Corporate identities

Hartshill, ' * Programmes & tickets PANDA PRESS (STONE) LTD.
Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 7NJ ¢ Personal stationery | Newcastle Street, Stone,
Telephone 625119 ¢ Booklets and handbills Staffordshire, ST15 8JU.

for the lighting they have donated e Sales promotion material Telephone (O785) 815110




