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Shares and Deposits with this Society are Trustee Investments
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HAY FEVER

A COMEDY
by
NOEL COWARD

October 16th to 28th, 1967

at 7.30 p.m.



Characters in order of appearance

Judith Bliss - - - - - MARY BARTHOLOMEW
David Bliss - - - - - - ERNEST REEVES
Sorel Bliss - - - - - - - MARY DOBSON
Simon Bliss - - - - - - ROBERT HARVEY
Myra Arundel - - - - - - - SYBIL AUSTIN
Richard Greatham - - - - - ADRIAN YORATH

Jackie Coryton - - - - - VALERIE CADMAN
Sandy Tyrell - - - - - NICHOLAS BAILEY
Clara < oam @t - - MADELEINE POINTON

The Play produced by
ERNEST REEVES

NOEL COWARD

He was born at Teddington, Middlesex, on December 16th, 1899. His first
appearance before an audience was at an end of term concert at the Public
Hall, Sutton, singing ““Coo’ from “A Country Girl” followed by a song at the
piano “Time Flies”, for which he received an encore, on 23rd July, 1907. Later
in 1907 his family moved to Battersea Park and he used to sing in choirs on
Sundays and at concerts on weekdays. In 1911, through answering an advert-
isement in the Daily Mirror, he made his professional début in a children’s play,
“The Goldfish”, at the Little Theatre. He received a notice in the ‘Stage’ for
his singing of a song ““My Queen”.

From then on his time was divided between school and stage engage-
ments of an ever-increasing importance. His first play, “The Rat Trap”, was
written in 1918 and, between that time and 1954, he wrote a total of 42 plays
and musicals and a further 8 plays, un-produced and un-published, with
numerous songs, lyrics and sketches. All this is in addition to his many
appearances in his own and other plays, film appearances and his work as a
producer, He has also found time to write about a dozen books including two
biographies. Terence Rattigan in his “Appreciation” written for “The Theatrical
Companion to Coward” says :- “‘He is simply a phenomenon, and one that is
unlikely to occur ever again in theatre history.”

Of “Hay Fever” in particular Noel Coward says :- “It has certainly proved
to be a great joy to amateurs, owing, | suppose, to the smallness of its cast, and
the fact that it only has one set, which must lead them, poor dears, to imagine
that it is easy to act. This species of delusion being common to amateurs all
over the world, no word of mine shall be spoken, no warning finger of
experience raised, to discourage them, beyond the timorous suggestion that
from the professional standpoint “Hay Fever” is far and away one of the most
difficult plays to perform that | have ever encountered.”

Note :- The play was written on his return from America in the autumn of 1924
in about three days.

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

The action of the play takes place in the hall of the Bliss’s house
at Cookham, in June.

ACT |
Saturday afternoon.

ACT Il
Saturday evening.

ACT 1l
Sunday morning.

Scenery built and painted by THE REPERTORY PLAYERS
Setting designed by JOHN WILLIAMS
Additional Costumes by L. and H. NATHAN LTD.
Additional lighting by THE STRAND ELECTRIC and ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
Music selected by ERNEST BEARD
Prints by BLAKE'S of LONGTON
Piano by Messrs. S. WATSON and SON
Telephone loaned by THE POST OFFICE

For this production:

STAGE MANAGER - - - - . - - - - PETER SMITH
ASST. STAGE MANAGER - - - - - - ROSEMARY FORSTER
ELECTRICIANS . = < = s - = - CALLUM T. CRAIG

and EDWIN DUTTON
PROPERTY MISTRESSES - - - . - = - PAMELA HEATH

and ANITA WALLINGTON

Smoking is permitted during intervals only



OFFICIALS OF THE
STOKE-ON-TRENT REPERTORY PLAYERS

PRESIDENT - - - . - - - . - Mr. G. V. SWANN
TREASURER - - - - - - . - - Mr. A. YORATH
SECRETARY - - - - - - . - - Mr. A. J. DUNCAN
HOUSE MANAGER - - - - - - - - Mr. J. R NEAL
ASSISTANT HOUSE MANAGER - - . - - - - Mr. N. BAILEY
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER - - - - - - Miss R. FORSTER
PUBLICITY MANAGER - - - - - - - Mr. G. N. S. SLATER
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY - - - - - - - Mr. C. L. NEAL
ELECTRICIAN - - - - - - - - - Mr. E. DUTTON
WARDROBE MISTRESSES - - - - - - Miss R. SECKINGTON

and Miss G. BROOKS
PROPERTY MISTRESS - . - - - - - Miss P. M. HEATH
BOX OFFICE SECRETARY - - - - - - - Mrs. G. M. NEAL
ASSISTANT BOX OFFICE SECRETARY - - - - Mrs, M. BENNETT
REFRESHMENT ORGANISER - - - - - - - Miss P. JONES
SOCIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN - - - - - - Mr. C. MOSS
HON. AUDITOR - - - - - - - - - Mr. N. E. DUNNING

CAR PARK

The part of Beresford Street between St. Jude's Church and the Schools is
available for the parking of cars for theatre patrons but no responsibility is
accepted by the Repertory Players. You are advised not to leave your vehicle
without lights,

Recent productions include :—

Dinner with the Family A Likely Tale

Queen Elizabeth The Pleasure of His Company
Gilt and Gingerbread Present Laughter
Waters of the Moon Noah

The Touch of Fear A Doll's House
Dandy Dick Gigi

We Must Kill Toni Gaslight

Bad Seed Captain Carvallo
Dear Delinquent The Glass Menagerie
Flowering Cherry All in Good Time
The Sound of Murder Private Lives

Bell, Book and Candle Winter Journey

Ring Round the Moon Candida

Forthcoming Productions
ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL by Keith Waterhouse and Willis Hall
December 4th - 16th, 1967

MARIA MARTEN by Brian J. Burton
February 5th-17th, 1968

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS by Robert Bolt
March 25th to April 6th, 1968

MUSIC FOR YOU

ON RECORDS AND ON QUALITY

Radiograms
Record Players
Tape Recorders
Hi-Fidelity Units

% DYNATRON * HMV. % ULTRA

% B.&O. % R.G.D. % HACKER

% DECCA % PHILIPS % FERGUSON
80 PICCADILLY — HANLEY

Telephone S.0.T. 25062

BEER! BEER!

full of
good
cheer

JOULE'ST

IT'S GOOD!

JOHN JOULE & SONS LTD . THE BREWERY .WTel. Stone .ONE




