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COME

TO THE REP

The Stoke Repertory Theatre is supported and run by volunteers who

regularly give up their tfime and without whom we could not deliver the
standard of production and customer service our patrons have come
fo expect. Some of these people you will meet this evening, others fulfil
less visible, but no less vital, réles behind the scenes.

We are deeply indebted to our backstage crews, front of house helpers,
bar and coffee staff and to all members and friends who help run this

splendid theatre.

Some information you might find useful

The bar is open from 6.45pm until shortly after the end of the
performance and drinking up fime is 20 minutes.

Coffee, tea and confectionery are available from the coffee bar from
6.45pm.

All interval refreshments may be ordered before the performance to
avoid queuing later.

The car park is open from 6.30pm until 11pm on performance
evenings. Over-spill car parking is available in the University car park
further along Leek Road, free from Monday to Friday and for £1
Saturday matinée and evening.

Neither the Repertory Theatre nor Staffordshire University can accept
any responsibility for damage to or loss of vehicles from their car parks.
Photography or recording in the auditorium is not permitted during a

public performance.

Please note that smoking or vaping is not
permitted in any part of the theatre.



Hennessy

Guards/Governor/Doctor

THE CAST

Zach Bethell
Steve Powell, Richard Morrey, Alan

Clarke, Charlie Gobbett

Harry lan Birkin

Syd Matt Spooner
Alice Ann Williams
Bill Steve Powell
Charlie Richard Morrey
Arthur Alan Clarke
Clegg Conor Price

Inspector Fry

Charlie Gobbett

Mooney Tom Waldron

Shirley Miranda Gresty

Pierrepoint Derek Yeomans
NSRS

Act 1

Scene 1: A prison cell, 1963

Scene 2: A northern pub, 2 years later

Scene 3: A newspaper inferview

Scene 4: The pub, the following morning

Scene 5: The pub, later that afternoon

Act 2

Scene 6: A small cafe, a few hours later
Scene 7: The pub, the same evening

We are indebted fo the St John Ambulance Brigade
whose members atfend all or our performances.




Zach
Bethell

Matt

Hangmen is my first play with
The Stoke Rep Players and
working on it has been an
amazing process. This is my
second time performing at The
Rep Theatre, my first being in the
musical Pippin.| am currently
studying acting at Staffordshire
University. I've also appeared in
various shows from pantomimes
to Shakespeare.

I've not done any real perform-
ing since | was in my late teens,
S0 this is still very new to the
older me. Earlier this year, |
appeared in Spider’s Web which
was a really fitting infroduction
back into the world of acting
and was made all the better
through my working with a very
supportive cast. Hangmen is a
really exciting challenge for
me...and one I'm ready for.

| joined The Rep about 17 years
ago, five years after | had taken
up treading the boards. My first
production was The Taming Of

The Shrew, directed by Ken Lowe.

During my school years | hated
Shakespeare, but having
watched a production by The
Rep Players | absolutely fell in
love with him, and | still do fo
this day.

lan
Birkin

Ann
Williams

Richard
Morrey

PROFILE ON THE PLAYERS

I've been performing in amateur
theatre for some 45 years and
joined The Rep over 20 years
ago. I've appeared in a wide
variety of genres from Shake-
speare to high farce. Among my
favourites were Wind In The
Willows, playing Badger, and the
hilarious spoof adaptation of
The 39 Steps in which | played
over 20 rdles!

I've been a member of The Rep
for a long fime. My first play was
Oh! What A Lovely War —
playing a Pierrot. | was wearing
frilly net overskirts for one
number, fastened with Velcro,
which came undone, so | had fo
complete the entire scene,
including a dance number,
delicately holding it up. Rumour
around the cast was that my
knicker elastic had gone!

My first play was the final show
performed at the old Rep —
Journeys End. | learned a lot
from its director Ken Lowe. It was
there where | met Debbie (who
was part of the backstage crew)
and here we are 21 years later
still together. There have been
many funny moments in shows
— many | couldn’t repeat in
polite company...

vZ
Charlie
Gobbett

Miranda
Gresty

A member of The Rep for nearly
30 years after 10 years with
other local groups. My first

Rep show was A Man For All
Seasons and most recently,
Funny Money.1've been
privileged to have directed more
than 20 plays for The Rep
Players including, Days Of Wine
And Roses, Rules For Living and
Fur Coat And No Knickers.

This is my first appearance with
The Rep but I've previously
appeared in many productions
for various Cheshire-based
theatre groups. I'll be making my
directorial debut with Nantwich
Players this July with the
English-language, world
premiere, of the classic French
comedy, Kiss Me, Stupid!, which
I've also translated.

| joined The Rep for Rules For
Living in 2018, making my
entrance during a food fight —
an entrance which is yet to be
topped! | came back from
University to be involved in
Hangmen. Shirley has been my
most challenging. and favourite,
rble at The Rep — I am so glad
fo have refurned.

Tom
Waldron

Derek
Yeomans

I'm new to The Rep this year,
making Hangmen my Rep debut.
I will be playing the rdle of
Clegg. When performing in a
play at the Prince Of Wales
Theatre in my hometown,
Cannock, the set we had built
started to wobble so much those
of us not on stage had to take
turns holding the set steady.

| joined The Rep in 2014 playing
MacDuff in Brain Rawlin's
production of The Scottish Play.
I've been lucky to be part of
some wonderful shows, the
highlight being in Nel Gwynn,
when |'had to carry on a,
somewhat overweight, spaniel.
That dog managed to steal the
limelight every night...

| joined the Rep in 1974.1've
been involved in a number of
memorable réles and some less
memorable ones!

My favourite performance has
to be John Proctor in Arthur
Miller's The Crucible. There have
been dozens of funny moments
over the years, all of them
offstage thankfully!



Director
Assistant Director
Stage Director
Stage Manager

Set Construction

Set Design
Lighting Design
Lighting Operation
Sound Design
Sound Operation
Props

Specidalist Props
Set Dressing

Set Décor

Costumes

Wardrobe Assistant

Wigs

Front Of House Manager

Marketing Manager

CREDITS

Dawn Birks

Alan Clarke

Terry Wright

Ray Vernon

Tony Rogerson, Terry Wright, Ray Vernon,
Stuart Campbell, Bob Flower, Members
and Friends of The Rep Players

Dawn Birks

Stuart Campbell

Janet Clarke/Stuart Campbell

Tina Campbell

Tina Campbell/Debbie Morrey

Emma Kirk

Tony Rogerson and Ray Vernon

Margo Bloor

Ken Mills and Team

Stoke Rep Players, North Staffs Operatic
Society

Sylvia Wright

John Cumberlidge

Nick Bailey

Tina Campbell

Marketing Design/Social Media John Stone

Programme Design

Company Photographer

Jayne Blake
Peter Croft




ABOUT THE PLAY

A few words from the Direcfor...

If you like your comedy deliciously daring and
beautifully black, you won’t be disappointed
by Martin McDonagh's Hangmen. Our play
begins in a condemned cell in 1963, when
those found guilty in court are despatched by
hanging, then continues two years and several
possible miscarriages of justice later, when
hanging has just been abolished. In 1965, we
are invited into the smoke-filled, Oldham pub of
former chief hangman, Harry Wade, to meet his
family, professional associates and a hapless
group of bar flies who savour the gossip and
confroversy brewing around the bombastic,
self-opinionated landlord more than his
lukewarm pints.

Penned by the London born playwright,
McDonagh, of Irish parentage, Hangmen
premiered fo rave reviews at the Royal Court
Theatre, London, in Sepfember 2015.The play
was awarded the Laurence Olivier Award for
Best New Play in the same year, before
fransferring to Wyndham's in the West End and
subsequently playing fo appreciative
audiences on both sides of the pond.The
latest production is set fo return fo Broadway
this April.

Hangmen is a no-holds-barred depiction of the
mid-sixties Northern pub scene, where dark
brown wood, frosted glass windows, dim
lighting and smoke-stained walls witness
scenes of male toilet humour, sexism, casual
racism, foul language and violence. This is truly
the dark side of the swinging sixfies, where
banfer between pub cronies reveals the frailties
of human nature and the kind of bigoted
prejudice that is cringeworthy in these more
enlightened times. When mesmeric, free
spirited, enigmatic Londoner, Mooney, bursts
through the swinging pub doors, the contrast

between north and south, traditional and
modern, parentfs and teens, pre-hanging and
post-hanging judgement is sharply drawn.The
challenge for us, the audience, is fo live with
the feeling that we really shouldnt be laughing
at what we're witnessing, but in McDonagh's
skilful black-comic hands, we are ashamed fo
find we can't help ourselves. On a deeper level,
we are invited fo consider the nature of justice
itself, as hangman Harry keeps a proud record
of his former hangings, but no record of the
fimes when the courts may have arrived at the
wrong verdict.

For this, my directorial debut, | am indebted to
Diana Halstead, who sowed the seeds for this
production in 2020 and the commitment and
resilience of a marvellous cast of actors, who
part rehearsed their roles before Covid struck
and who have run with the baton over the last
six weeks fo finally bring this fascinating piece
of theatre to The Rep stage. It's been a privilege
fo see seasoned Rep ‘pros’ work alongside
young, new faces to nurture their tfalent and
ensure The Rep’s future. In addition, my heartfelt
thanks go fo our fantastic team of backstage
creatives, who are fireless in their support and
dedication. As a strange hybrid, who is equally
at home backstage designing and painting as
on stage performing, | can fruly appreciate the
fremendous feamwork involved in putting
together the production you see before you
today. Finally, thanks to my hubby, Rob, who has
put up with my obsession with this, and
previous theatrical ventures, with a smile.

So, pull up a bar stool, grab your pint of bitter
and bag of peanuts and join us on our
exhilarating venture info the world of black
comedy.Thanks for coming and please fell
your friends!

Dawn Birks
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Tues June 7th - Sat June

7.30pm Nightly, 2.30pm Sat Matinée
Stoke on Trent Repertory Theatre Leek Rd, Stokex

Tickets £12 Saturday M
Concessions (Students/Children) £8.50
Available online from

StokeRepPlayers.co.uk & ticketsource.co.uk
Online Booking fee applies

Players Box Office 01782 209784
Email boxoffice@stokerepplayers.co.uk

There will be two Socially Distanced Performances
Thurs 9th & Sat 11th (Matinée)

"STOKE

Rep Players

Production

This amateur production of ‘Present Laughter’ is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd.
on behalf of Samuel French Ltd. www.concordtheatricals.co.uk
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